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17 is the Duty of. every Man, at a 

Time of publick Calamity, to contri- 
bute, to the utmoſt of his Abilities, to 
the Relief of the Diſtreſſed; and it is 
that of Phyſicians, in particular, when 
uncommon Diſeaſes make their Appear- 
ance, to endeavour ro put a Stop to the 
growing Evil. I cannot therefore but 


highly approve of the Deſign of thoſe 
Phyſicians who have generouſly ſet on 


foot a Weckly Meeting, in order to con- 
ſult about finding out a Remedy for that 
fatal Diſtemper which at preſent rages 


among ſi the Cattle in the Neighbourhood 
of this City. — But as this public b. ſpi- 
rited Deſign ought not to prevent, but ra- 
ther to encourage others to offer their Senti- 
ments upon the Subject, I have preſumed to 
lay before the Publick ſome Obſervations 
relating to the Nature, Cauſe, and Cure of 
this ä in hopes that they may be 
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of ſerviee. to te Farmers, &c. by. Paint- 
ing out to them a more effettual Method 
of treating the Diſtemper, than has hi- 
therto appeared in Print. Had there 
been more Time allowed for making O. 
ſervations, this Treatiſe might have been- 
rendered more compleat ; but as the Dif 
temper calls for a ſpeedy Remedy, 1 
chuſe to ſend it abroad into the World 
with all its Imperfections, rather than de- 
prive the Publick any longer of a Method 
of Cure, which has been already attend- 
ed with Succeſs, and will, I hope, be 
more ſerviceable as it comes to be more 
generally known. 
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N order to form a true Notion of any 
Diſeaſe! it is neceſſary, not only to take 
a View of the Symptoms collectively, 
or in the Lump, but like wiſe to obſerve the 
Order in which they ariſe, and ſucceed 
cach other ; and to diſtinguiſh thoſe which 
are eſſential to the Diſeaſe from thoſe which 
are only accidental: for the Mind ſoon loſes 
itſelf in the Labyrinth of Particulars, unleſs 
they are ranged in ſuch an Order, that each 
may give Light to the other, and that their 
mutual Conns with, and Dependance 
upon one another, may appear. That I may 
therefore the more fully explain the Na- 
ture and Seat of the preſent Epidemical Dil 
caſe, I ſhall, in the firſt Place, give as con- 
ciſe, and accurate an Hiſtory, as I can, of its 
Symptoms; taking care, at the ſame time, to 
diſtinguiſh the Ef: ential and Pathognomick 


” W Signs, 


($3 


Signs, as they are called, from thoſe which 


are merely accidental: And, ſecondly, I 
ſhall lay down a few Rules concerning the 
Method of Cure which ought to be pur- 
ſucd. 

Iux firſt Symptom which is obſervable in 
this Diſtemper is a dry husky Cough, which 
ſometimes afflicts the Cattle for a Fortnight 
or three Wecks, before any of the more 
dangerous Symptoms ſhew themſelyes. Du- 
ring this Period of the Diſeaſe the Farmers 
ſeldom take any Notice of their being 
Sick, or apply any Remedies. This is 
what, for Mcthod-ſake, I ſhall call the firſt 
Stage of the Diſeaſe. After they have con- 
tinucd thus, ſome for a longer, and others 
for a ſhorter time, they begin to forſake 
their Food, and if they be Milch-Cows, their 
Milk dries up.—The Fever, which was be- 
fore obſcure, begins now to be very per- 
ceptible, the Cough increaſes, they breath 
with great Difficulty, and the Eyes and No- 
ſtrils in many of them begin to run with a 
thick, and ſometimes fetid Rheum ; the Bo- 
dy grows hot, and the Pulſe is very full and 
hard. This, I think, may properly be 
called the ſecond Stage of the Diſeaſe, 
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tho it is generally eſteem d to be the firſt. 
Many have died during this Stage of the 
Diſcaſe. 8 20 bo 
In three or four Days after their Milk is 

gone off, and they have ceaſed to cat, and 
chew the Cud, a Purging moſt commonly 
comes on. The Stools are at firſt thin and 
watry, ſoon afterwards they grow ſlimy and 
fetid, and ſometimes they are mix'd with 
Blood. The Purging continues for a Week 
or more, if the Cattle live ſo long; but if, 
at the end of ſix or ſeven Days, it begins to 
abate, and the Excrements grow more ſo- 
lid, it is a Token of their Recovery. —The 
Dithculty of breathing does not ſeem to 
be at all relieved by this Diſcharge. The 
Urine, at this time, is frequently very high- 
colour'd, not unlike that of a Perſon in a 
Jaundice. As the Diſeaſe advances, the Dit- 
charges from the Noſe and Eyes increaſe, 
the Reſpiration grows more laborious, and 
the Breath, in ſome, ſmells very fetid and 
cadavcrous,—ln ſome the Inflammation of 
the Eyes has been known to be ſo violent as 
even to deſtroy the Sight. When the Diſeaſe 
has been of long Continuance, the Body has 
ſometimes ſwelled extremely, either before, 
D 2 OL 
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(a (4) 
or immediately after Death, and even to ſuch 
a Degree as to burſt the Paunch ; but, in 
thoſe which have died carly in the Diſeaſe, 
the Body has ſeldom or never been known 
to ſwell. If the Cattle begin to ſwell, and 
their Fleſh grows cold, towards the end of 
the Dilcale, it is a certain Sign of approach- 
ing Death. The Continuance of the Diſ- 
eaſe is very uncertain, and precarious; for 
many have died in two or three Days after 
the Fever has appeared, others have lived 
fix or ſeven, and ſome even twelve or four- 
| teen Days, . 
InIs is the natural Courſe of the Diſ- 
eaſe. But there is another Symptom which 
ſometimes occurs, and which has frigh- 
tened the Owners of Cattle into an Opi- 
nion, that there is ſomething very extraor- 


dinary in the Diſcaſe ; and that is an Infla- 


tion of the Cellular Membrane of the Skin 
in many Parts of the Body, particularly in 
the Neck, about the Shoulders, and upon 
the Loins. I have taken no Notice of this 
Symptom in my Deſcription of the Diſeaſe, 
becauſc I imagine it to be merely accidental, 
and not to owe its Riſe to the Diſtemper. 
For an ingenious Gentleman, who has taken 

great 
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great Pains in inquiring into this Subject, 
has inform'd me, that he never obfery'd 
this Symptom in any of the Cattle that had 
not been bled ; from whence we may 
reaſonably conclude, that it takes its Riſe 
from the Inciſion made in the Skin by 
opening a Vein; and that is in reality no- 
thing elſe but an Inflation of the Cellular 
Membrane by a Portion of the external 
Air. i 

Uron opening the Bodies of ' ſeveral 
which have died of this Diſeaſe, I have con- 
ſtantly found the Blood-Veſlels of the Lungs 
ſtuffed up and diſtended with grumous or 
coagulated Blood, and the Bronchia, or 
Air Veſſels, ſo much inflated as to make the 
Bulk of the Lungs appear much larger than 
uſual-——, or as if they had been blown 
up. And, tho ſome of theſe Cattle were 
opened before the Body was cold, or the 
Blood congealcd in the other Veſſels, yet 
in thoſe of the Lungs it was conſtantly 
found to be coagulated to ſuch a Degree, as 
not to flow out of the Veſſels, upon cut- 
ting them. Abſceſſes have been found in 
the Lungs of others; and in ſome they have 
appeared to be of a livid blackiſh 5 

an 


(6) 
and putrefied to ſuch a Degree, tho' the 
Cattle have not been long dead, as ſcarcely 
to bear touching without falling to pieces 
in your Hands.——The Aſpera Arteria, or 
Wind-pipe, has generally been found to 
contain a great quantity of yellow concoct- 
ed Phlegm, or Matter, ſuch as is uſually 
ſpit up in Pulmonick Caſes; and the Ton- 
ſils to be oftentimes inflamed, or impoſthu- 
mated. At muſt be obſerved in this Place, 
that the gangrenous Diſpoſition of the 
Lungs, which I have been deſcribing, is on- 
ly to be ſeen in ſuch as have lain ill for a 
conſiderable Time; but that the Lungs have 
conſtantly been found inflamed, even in 
thoſe who have died in the very beginning 
of the Diſeaſe, tho at the ſame time the 
reſt of the Viſcera were ſound. In one of 
the Cows, which was opcn'd, I obſervd a 
large Hydatid, or Bladder, full of Water, 
upon the convex Surface of the Liver, from 
which, upon its being opend, a Pint at 
Teaſt of clear Water was diſcharg d. The 


Cow was full of Fleſh ; and I am told that 


ſuch kind of Bladders are often to be ſcen 
in the Livers of Cattle which are brought 


to the Market to be fold. And, of con. 
ſequence, 
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1 
ſequence, are not eſteem d to be diſeaſed.— 
The Gall-Bladder in many was of a natural 
Size, and the Bile of a proper Colour and 
Conſiſtence, but in others it appeared of a 
paler Colour than uſual, and of a ſlimy or 
mucilaginous Conſiſtence, and in ſome the 
Gall-Bladder was enlarged beyond its natu- 
ral Dimenſions —The Omaſus, or Paunch, 
as well as the Feck, or ſecond Ventricle, 
was found, in all that I ſaw open d, to be 
very full; and the third Ventricle, or what 1s 
properly called the Stomach, was filled with 
watry, crude and indigeſted Aliments. Upon 
viewing the Bodies of ſome which had been 
ſick for a conſiderable Time before they 
died, I found the internal Membranc, or vil- 
lous Coat of the Paunch to be turn'd black 
and gangrenous, — and the whole Tract 


of the Inteſtines to be excoriated, inflamed 


or mortified. — There is one thing more 
which I muſt mention in this Place, as hav- 
ing before omitted it; which is, That in all 
that were bled in general, the Blood ap- 
peared to be very thick, and of a florid 
Colour, and formed itſelf into one ſolid 


Cake, when cold, without a Drop of Se- 
rum in it. 


Upon 


68 1 | 

Urox conſidering the Hiſtory above laid 
down, and comparing together the Symp- 
toms which occur in different Bodies, we 
may obſerve that there are ſome which arc 
eſſential to, and inſeparable from the Dif: 
calc (as attending every Animal Which is 
afflicted with it); and others which are pecu- 
liar to a few, or ariſe accidentally in the Pro- 
greſs of the Diſeaſe. In the firſt Claſs I in- 
clude, the Cough, the Difficulty of Reſpira- 
tion, and the full hard Pulſe, which ſo con- 
ſtantly attend upon this Diſcaſe Theſe 
then are, properly ſpeaking, its Diagnoſtick 
Signs. And if we likewiſe take into Con. 
ſideration the State of the Blood, deſcribed 
above, we ſhall want nothing more, I be- 
lieve, to convince us that the Diſeaſe is truly 
an inflammatory Fever, and that the Inflam- 
mat ion is primarily ſeated in the Lungs. And 
this Opinion is confirm d, by Obſervations 
made upon dead Bodies, from which it ap- 
pears that, altho no other Part whatſocver 
has been in the leaſt affected, yet the Lungs 


have been conſtantly found to be, in a great- 


cr or leſs Degree, obſtructed and inflamed. 
FROM what has been ſaid I think it evi- 
dent that the immediate Cauſe of the pre- 


ſent. 


(9) 
ſent Epidemick is a Redundancy of Blood, 
or Plethora, ariſing from the Rankneis of 
the Graſs, and that we need not have re- 
courſe to any Hypotheſis of morbid Quali- * 
ties in the Air, or contagious Effluvia, in or- 
der to account for, or explain its Symptoms, 
ſince they are all eaſily deducible from that 
obvious Cauſe which we have here aſſign d. 
Tart Symptoms which I have juſt now 
been enumerating, vis. the Cough, Dyſ- 
pnza, Cc. are plainly owing to the Inflam- 
mation of the Lungs; and, as for the other 
matcrial Symptoms, ſuch as the Diarrhoea, 
and Swelling of the Body, which have led 
ſome unwary People into an Imagination 
that there is ſomething malignant in this 
Fever, they may be ſufficiently accounted 
for from other Cauſes. — For we have ob- 
ſervd already that a great quantity of crude 
and indigeſted Food is found in the Ventri— 
cles of all that die; which Food, by ferment- 
ing during the Progreſs of the Diſeaſe, may | 
probably occaſion that windy Diſtenſion of 
the Bowels, which is obſervable in many 
of the Cattle which have long been ill: and 
this Opinion is farther confirm'd by obſery- 
ing, that in ſuch as die carly in the Diſtem- 
C per, 
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per, little or nothing of this Swelling is 
ever ſen; and that the giving of warm 
Water to the Cattle, ſometimes increaſcs 
it to an enormous Bulk by ſuddenly rarefy- 
ing the Air, which was before pent up in 
the Ventricle. As to the Diarrhœa, that 
may fairly be imputed to the Tranſmiſſion 
of theſe crude fermenting Aliments into 
the Cavity of the Inteſtines ; and from hence 
likewiſe may be derived the Corrofion and 
Inflammarion of theſe Parts, together with 
the bloody Stools. I ſhall not, at preſent, 
enter into any farther Diſquiſition concern- 
ing this Matter, ſince it would draw out 
this Eflay into too great a Length, but pro- 
cccd to conſider the antecedent Cauſes of 
this Diſeaſe. 

Ir I may be allowed to offer my Opi- 


nion then, I think this Diſtemper may, with 


reaſon, be imputed to the Moiſture of the 
Seaſons for ſome time paſt, and the great 
Plenty of Graſs which theſe Seaſons have 
produced. It is obſervable that the Diſeaſe 
correſponds, in many reſpects, with that 
which happencd in ſtaly in 1711, and 
which, according to Ramaggini, was pre- 


ceded by a like Courſe of Seaſons, tho he 


imputes 


1 
imputes it to another Cauſe. The Plenty 
of Herbage this Vear was ſuch as has not 
been known for ſeveral Vears laſt paſt. 
And plentiful Feeding is enough to lay 
a Foundation for a Plethora, and moiſt 
Seaſons tend naturally to increaſe a Ple- 
thora, by ſtopping up the Pores and pre- 
venting Perſpiration; and both theſe Cau- 
ſes have concurred to produce the pre- 
ſent epidemick Fever. As a Proof of this 
it may be obſeryed, that Cattle which 
were the fulleſt of Fleſh haye ſuffer'd moſt, 
and Milch-Cows more than dry ones, be- 
cauſe they are generally turn'd in better 
Ground; tho' neither dry Cows, Bulls, 
Calves or Oxen, have been exempt from 
the Diſeaſe. This leads me in the next 
place to conſider, whether this Diſeaſe be 
infectious or not? Or, whether it be a Diſ- 
caſe of that kind which falls under the 
Denomination of a Murrain or a Peſti- 


tence ? The great Mortality which has at- 


tended the Diſtemper, has led many Peo- 
ple into a Belief that it is infectious; 
but for my own part, I am of a contra- 
ry Opinion, for the following Reaſons, 

C2 amongſt 
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lb the firſt prapay 5 the Dann 
bas: formng up ſpontaneouſly in many Places 
which are very diſtant from, and have no 
Communication with each other, about the 


ſame Period of Time: Whereas, had it been 


contagious, it would not have skipd thus 
from Place to Place, but would have ſpread 
gradually from the Place where it firſt ap- 
peared, to the next adjoining one, until the 


| Progreſs of it had been ſtopt. It may 


be ſaid, perhaps, that it has been car- 
ried from one Place to another by infect- 
ed Cattle; but the Anſwer to this is ob- 
vious, big. that it has appear'd in ſome 
Cow-Farms, which have no Communication 
at all with any others, and where no freſh 
Cattle had been brought! in for many Months 
before. 

"2dly, Ir has raged in ſome particular 
Places more than . and chiefly in rich 
Grounds, where there has been a great 


quantity of Graſs, for which reaſon it has 


been more fatal about this Town than in 
any other Place. Nay, it has even been ob- 
| iery'd 


ſcry'd that, at a Farm not far from Town, 


(13) 


the greateſt Part of the Cattle died vfighe 
Diſtemper; tho in the next adjoining one, 
they were not at all affected by it: But, 
if the Diſtemper was contagious, no Rea- 
ſon can be given, why it ſhould rage more 
in one Place than in another. 
34ly, Many of the Cattle which were 
taken up in due Time, and bled, eſcaped 
the Diſeaſe, tho they were kept in the fame 
Houſe with others, that were affected with 
it. 
. 4thly, Ir has been generally obſerved 
that peſtilential and contagious Diſtempers 
are check d, at leaſt, if not wholly put a 
ſtop to, by the coming in of cold Wea- 
ther; whereas, on the contrary, the Vio- 
lence of this Diſeaſe has been increaſed : for 
it has been obſerved to have been much 
more fatal during the Froſts which we have 
lately had, than at any other Time, Lnce 
its Appearance. | 


FrRoM what has been ſaid, I think it 
evident, that the preſent Sickneſs amongſt 
the Cattle, is not of the infectious kind, 
whatever may have been ſaid to the contrary ; 

| neither 


(14 1 
— do 1 apprehend that there is any 
more Danger of catching it than there is of 
catching” a Pleuriſy, a Peripneumony or 


Quinſey.— But if the Diſtemper be not con- 
tagious, the prevailing Opinion that it may 
_ be- communicated by means of the Hides 

or Tallow muſt 'be- erroneous: The Advice, 


therefore, which has been given, in the 
Daily Advertiſer, to bury the Cattle that 
dis of the Difeaſe, with the Sin and 
Fat, is unneceſſary at leaſt, to ſay no 
more of it; and no ſatisfactory Reaſon can 
be aſſigned, why the Farmers who daily 
ſuffer ſo much by the Loſs of their Cattle, 
ſhould be obliged to ſuffer ſtill more by 
burying the Hides. and Fat. And the ſame 
will hold good with regard to the Pub- 
lick, for the Loſs is equal whether it falls 


upon the Publick or upon private Perſons. 


I Have taken the more pains to clear 
up this Matter, becauſe the filling People's 
Minds with a Notion of Contagion muſt 
neceſſarily be attended with very bad Con- 
ſequences, by putting the Dealers in Cattle 
upon an improper Method of treating the 
Diſtemper; and conſequently occaſioning 


Loſs of a great Number which might 


other- 
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615) 
otherwiſe be ſaved, and by preventing the 
Sale of Beef and Veal, hurting the Gras 
ziers, Butchers, & c. and raiſing the Price 
of other Eatables.—I need not, I believe; 
add any thing to what has been already 
{aid upon this Subject, in order to quiet 
the Fears which many People have of cat- 


ing Milk, Butter, &c. For if the Diſtem- 


per be not infectious, it cannot be com- 
municated by theſe means; but I ſhall, juſb 
obſerve, that the cating of Milk and But- 
ter cannot poſſibly be attended with any 
i Conſequences, ſince the Cows loſe their 
Milk as ſoon as ever the Fever {cizes them: 
the Milk therefore which we have, muſt 
come from Cattle that are ſound, 'or at 
moſt, no farther diſeaſed than they are 
in a common Cold. 

I SHALL now proceed to lay down ſame 
Rules for the Cure of this Diſcaſe; and as 
in deſcribing it I mentioned its three dif- 
terent Stages, I ſhall obſerve the ſame Or- 
der in treating of the Cure. 


In the firſt Stage of the Diſtemper, 
when the Cattle begin to cough, it is ne- 
ceſſary ro take them up from Graſs, and 

| bleed 


( 1 16 ) 
bleed them plenrifully, and to keep them 


Food för a Day or two, in order that the 
Waal of crude and undigeſted Aliment 
which is in the Paunch may be diſcharged. 
Lantifi i in peaking of a Diſeaſe like this 
which” raged in Italy in 1712, obſerves, 
that à ſpare Diet was of the greateſt 
<« Benefit to the Cattle at that Time; and 
that it was almoſt the only Means of 
_ preventing, as well as of curing the 
<« Diſeaſe.” And indeed as the Diſorders of 
theſe Animals ariſe moſt commonly from 
Repletion, the chief Thing to be donc 


whenever they happen to * ſick, is to 
regulate their Diet. In the preſent Diſ- 
temper I am of Opinion, it would be 
beſt, when the Cattle are firſt ſeized to give 

them only good ſweet Hay, and that in 


ſmall Quantities ; or a few - boil'd Oats.. 


Their Liquor ſhould be Water-Grucl, or 
warm Water. All that I would adviſe. 
to be given by way of Medicine in this 
Stage of the Diſeaſe, is about two Ounces 
of Honey diſſolved in half a Pint of warm 


Vinegar once a Day. At this Time of the 
Diſcaſe it is proper to bore Holes in the 
Dewlap, 


faſting, or at leaſt to allow them very little. | 
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Dewlap, and put into them pieces of 
Hellebore, in order to divert the Hu- 
mours from falling upon the Lungs, which 
they would otherwiſe do in the Courſe of 
the Diſeaſe. Setons, or Iſſues made later in 
the Diſtemper can be of no Uſe, becauſe 
it grows deſperate before they can e 
Effect, or begin to run. 

IN the ſecond Stage of the Diſeaſe, 
when the Inflammation is fixed upon the 
Lungs, which may be known by the Fever 
which attends it, and the drying up of 
the Milk, it is neceſſary to bleed the 
Cattle oftener ; to- wit, once a Day, for two 
or three Days together. Five or fix Pounds 
of Blood may be taken away at firſt, and 
about half that Quantity the ſecond Blecd- 
ing. If a third be neceſſary, it may be ſuf- 
ficient to take away a Pint, or a Pint and 
half. In the mean time they ought to 
have plenty of warm Water given them to 
drink, and it would not be amiis if a 
Bucket full of warm Watcr were con- 
ſtantly kept under their Noſtrils, to the 
end that the Steam arifing from it might 
help to relax the obſtructed Veſſels of tlie 
the Lungs, As to internal Medicines, 
D they 
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they ought to be of the ſame kind with 
thote: which are utually given in a Pe- 


ripneumony, vis. the Oxymel, already 


mentioned, Decoctions or Infuſions of the 


Pectoral Herbs; Sweet Oil, Sperma-Ceti, 
Salt- Petre, Powder of Elicampane, and 


Contrayerva Roots, in ſuch Proportions, 


and ſuch Doſes as the Exigency of the 


Caſe makes neceſſary.——A very ingenious 


Gentleman who has been much employed 
about the Cattle has given the following 


Powder, after bleeding, with good Suc- 


ceſs, vis. Take an Ounce of Salt-Petre, 


half an Ounce, or ſix Drachms of Sperma- 


Ceti, and half an Ounce of Contrayerva 


Root; make a Powder of theſe Ingredients, 
and give it twice a Day, made up into a 


Ball with Honey, or 1n the Drench already 


mentioned. —The greateſt Streſs however 


ought to be laid upon timely bleeding, 


and repeating it, as Occaſion ſhall-require, 
that is, in proportion to the Degree of In. 
flammation; which may be judged of by 


the Pulſe and the Difficulty of Reſpira- 
tion. From the beſt Obſervations J 
have been able to make it appears, that if 
thoſe which were bled freely during the 
4: ES Zn firſt 


(619 = 
firſt Stage of the Diſeaſe; the greateſt Part 
have recovered, without undergoing any bad 
Symptom whatſoever, or being more af- 
fected, than they are in a common Cold: 
two Parts in three of thoſe which were 
bled early in the ſecond Stage have like- 
wiſe recovered, and about one in three of 
thoſe that were bled later. — But this Eva- 
cuation cannot be depended upon after the 
Obſtruction is onee thoroughly fixed, or, 
as one may ſay, rivetted upon the Lungs 
and it has more Chance to do Harm than 
Good, when the Diſtemper is far advanced, 
or even after the third Day, computing 
from the Time when the Milk dries up. 
The Reaſon why bleeding is attended with 
ſuch ill Succeſs in the latter End of this 
Diſeaſe, may be ſeen in Boerhaave's Chap- 
ter concerning the Per:pneumony, to 

Which I refer the learned Reader. 
| Come now to the laſt Stage of the 
Diſeaſe, but in this I will freely own there 
is little or nothing to be done.——The 
only Thing which can be attempted with 
any Appearance of Succeſs at this Time, is 
to give warm Cordials and Alexipharmicks 
to Keep upthe Strength and check the purging 
D 2 when 
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when it becomes immoderate-. Of this 


kind are Vrnice Treacle, Mithridate, Di- 
aſeordium and the like; but of theſe kind 


of Medidines, every Dabler in Phyſick is 
provided with a Stock. I ſhall therefore 
paſs them over without ſaying any more. 
I cannot however help taking Notice, that 


the greateſt part of the Remedies, which 


have been publickly recommended in the 
preſent Epidemicb, are of this kind, and 
that if they are proper ever to be made 


uſe of, it is in this laſt Stage of the Diſ- 
caſe, when Remedies of all Kinds are in a 
great meaſure ineffectual. 


* 
. 


Having thus freely communicated my 
own Sentiments and Obſervations upon 
this Diſeaſe, I ſhall juſt take Notice of 


ſome Methods which have been already 


publiſhed in the News-Papers ; with the 
good Intention, no doubt, of putting a. 
Stop to the Ditcaſe, but which have hitherto 


failed of having the deſired Effect. The 
moſt conſiderable of theſe is that which 
was extracted from the celebrated Ramasz: 
Sini, and inſerted in the Daily Cagetteer 
of the 20th of laſt Month. — It would be 
tedious 


( o___ 
tedious to tranſcribe t 

Diſeaſe. I hall — wie ib —y 
to Ramagæini s own Account *, or to the 
Extract of it juſt now mentioned. But 
1 will venture to add a few curſory Ob- 
ſervations upon the Method which is re- 


commended by that learned Author. 


Ir appears from the Account whick 
Ramazzin; gives of this Diſtemper, that 
it was ſimilar in many of its Symptoms 
to that which now prevails amongſt the 
black Cattle in this Country. If we add 
to this that it was preceded by a wet Sum- 
mer, that there was an unuſual Plenty 
of Graſs that Year, and that the Diſtemper 
raged chiefly amongſt the Cattle that were 
full of Fleſh, (all which Circumſtances both 
Ramazzini and Lanciſi inform us of,) 
we ſhall find the two Diſtempers to bear 
a ſtill greater Reſemblance to each other; 
but we have no right to infer from hence 
that it was in reality the ſame kind of 
Diſcaſe with ours. Fevers we know of all 
kinds have many Symptoms in common 
with cach other, tho' they ariſę from very 
different Cauſes, and require a very dif- 
erent Treatment one from the other. 


Ramasg- 


. Cent agioſa Epidemia, 


. 22) 

Rewageini: imputed the Origin of the 
Pifeaſe he ſpeaks of, to an infected Ox, 
Which was brought over from Dalmatia.; 

the: Diſtemper amongſt our Cattle aroſe 
froni ia different Cauſe: The Fever which 
heideſcribes: was of the Variolous kind, the 
Bodies of the Cattle being covered over with 
Bruptions or Abſceſſes like thoſe of the 
Small-Pox. This was the diſtinguiſhing 
vr chatacteriſtic Mark of the Diſeaſe; but 
no ſuch E ruptions are ſecn upon the Skins 
of <the Cattle which are now infected. 
The Fever then which prevailed in Italy, 
differs as much from ours, as the Small- 
Pox does from a Peripneumony, tho i:. 
wus frequently attended with a Peripneu-. 
mony, in like manner as the Small- Pox | 
is in human Bodies, eſpecially if it be of 
the Confluent kind. = 
Bur if we ſhould grant that the Diſcaſe 
which then reigned about Padua, was the 
very ſame which now prevails about Lan- 
don, we could not from thence- infer that 
the Method which Ramagzgzini recom- 
mends is proper to be followed at this 
time. So far from it, that the ill Suc- 
ceſs which attended that Method, 1 
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ing to Ramazzini's own Confcllions onght- 
certainly to put us upon trying a, diſſe - 
rent one. The Fever which prevailed at 
that time had a good deal of Inflammation 
attending it, and the treating of it in the 
manner our Author did, by giving warm 
Cordials and Alexipharmicils, was attends 
ed with very pernicious - Conſequences; 
Ramazzini himſelf takes Notice that very 
few that were ſcized with the Diſeaſe eſ- 
caped, and that thoſe which did ſo, eſcap- 
ed by chance rather than by the help of 
Medicines: And Lanciſi tells us that the 
the Sickneſs was ſo very fatal, that, in 
the Space of about three Months, upwards 
of 24000 Cattle died *. And that at the 
Time he was Writing, (which was after 
 Ramazzini publiſhed his Treatiſe,) it con- 
tinued to rage without Controul, and to 
clude the Power of Remedies, as 0 Spe- 
ciſicł could be found out which was ade- 
10 to the Diſcaſe. 

ThE Method which e took, 
was by attempting to deſtroy the contagi- 


"ons Effluvia, or drive them out of the 


Body thro the Pores. This was his prin- 
cipal 


* De Bruilla Peſte. Pars zeia. 
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eipal Intention. But he had alſo a ſecon- 
dary view, dane the emptying the Veſs 
ſels, and reſolving the inflammatory Con- 
cretions of the Blood. Had the latter 
been his chief Intention, inſtead of the for- 
mer, there is reaſon to think his Method 
would have been attended with more Suc- 
ceſs. But he is an Inſtance of that ſtrange 
Propenſity which there is in Human Na- 
ture, to attribute every thing uncommon 
to ſome occult or unknown Cauſes. This 
Humour is not confined merely to the 
Vulgar, but extends to Men of Learning 
and great Capacities. But it is no where 
more obſervable than amongſt Phyſicians, 
If a Fever appears with a few extraordinary 
and unuſual Symptoms, it is immediately 
chriſtened with the Name of a Malignant 
or a Peſtilential Fever, and thought to ariſe 
from ſome ſecret Malignancy of the Air, 
or of the Animal Humours. A Specifick 
is immediately ſought after, to correct, or 
expel the ſuppoſed Malignity, and the ob- 
vious and rational Indications of Cure in 
the mean time neglected or overlook'd. 
Sydenham was ſenſible of this Errar 
amongſt Phyſicians, in his Days, and 
| frankly 
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frankly owns that the Invention of the 
Term Maliguity, had been. the Occaſion of 
more. Miſchief than even that of Gunzpowss. 
der. But to proceed .. The Remedies 
which Our. Author recommends arc chiefly. 
of two Sorts, correſponding to the two In- 
dications above laid _ down :- namely, 
Alexipharmicks, and cooling and attenugt- 
ing Medicines — With reſpect to Alexi- 
pharmicks, he recommends only general 
ones; becauſe, as he ſays, he was not poſſet 
ſed of any ſpecifick Remedy in the Diſcaſe. 
He adviſes People, however, to uſe them 
but ſparingly, and joined with Acids, in 
the Beginning of the Diſeaſe, and more 
liberally in the Decline; the Reverſe of 
which Method has generally been follow- 
ed during the preſent Epidemick. 

 Amonest his Alexipharmicks he enu- 
merates the Peruvian Bark, a Decoction 
of which he adviſes to be given to correct 
the Malignant Ferment in the Blood 
tho at the fame time he owns that he has 
{eldom {cen 2a continual Fever, of the in- 
tammatory kind, cured by the Bark, and 
that the Diſtemper then amongſt the 
Cattle was a continual and - inflamma- 
tory Feyer. It is likewiſe with a View. 

; . to 
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to expel this Malignity, that he orders 
Diaphorericks, ſuch as Decoctions and In- 
fuſions of Aromatic Herbs, Camphire, 
Powder of Vipers and Viper-Broth; and laſt- 
ly, a kind of Crocus Metallorum, compoſed 
of equal Parts of Nitre and of Antimony. 
Tux only Reflection I ſhall make upon 
this, is, that if it appears to have been ab- 
ſurd in Ramazzin to have order d the 
Bark with a View to correct the malignant 
Ferment of the Blood, when at the ſame 
time he owns it to have been improper, 
conſidering the Diſtemper as an Inflamma- 
tory Fever, it muſt be much more abſurd to 
preſcribe it in the preſent Fever (as ſome 
have done) which is purely an Inflamma- 
tory Fever without the leaſt Symptom of 
Malignity attending it. 

Tu ſccond Clals of Remedies which Ra- 
mMasz2ini mentions, ſeem to have been very 
proper, and well adapted tothe Nature of the 
Diſcaſe, conſider'd as an Inflammation, and 


his Method is worthy of our Imitation in this 


Retpect. — What he ſays about Bleeding is 
ſo remarkable, that I think it well worthy cf 
being inſerted in this Place. © The Blood 
of an Ox or Cow, ſays he, is in its own Na- 
sture very groſs and thick, and much diſpoſ- 
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ed to coagulate, and the venomous Ferment 
« js of that kind which have a Power of fix- 
ing or congealing the Blood. And what 
« Remedy can be more proper for an Ani- 
<« mal that is /abouring for Breath, by rea- 
« ſon of the Concretion of the Blood in the 
<« Heart and Lungs, than leſſening the Quan- 
« tity of Blood? Beſides, this Fever has a re- 
«© ſemblance to thoſe which are called In- 
e flammatoryFevers ; to wit, Pleuriſies, Pe- 
“ ripneumonies, Oc. to take away Blood 
« js therefore good Advice: And let any 
« Man bawl till he is hoarſe againſt this Prac- 
« tice, I can ſce no reaſon, why theſe poor 
* Animals, who with down-caſt Looks, and 
« weepingEycs, ſeem to call out for it, ſhould 
be deprived of this great Remedy; for 
* both the Violence of the Diſeaſe, and the 
« plethorick Diſpoſition of the Cattle, oc- 
« caſuoned by the Profuſion of Graſs this 
Year, moſt evidently call out for this 
Relief.” 
I ſhould now take notice of ſome other 
Methods which have been propoſed for put- 
ting 2 Stop to this Diſorder, but as the Dircc- 
tions and Reccipts which have been given, in 
the publick Papers, are founded moſtly upon 
a Suppolition that the Diſeaſe is properly a 
Murrain, or a Diſordet of the infections 
kind, and as I have already ſhewn that 
this is a Miſtake, I think it needleſs to take 
any farther Notice of them. And indeed 
if 1 were to tranſcribe thoſe Receipts I could 
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which $837 //72ives: for mentioniag ſome of 


cho like kind, . tu caution People ag 203 
; making. au Uſe if | them. One Method 


of Curc, however, it would be unjuſt not 
to takbe Notice of, namely, that which 
was tecommended in the Daily Poſt, of 
No. The Gentleman who communi- 


cated' it has certainly formed à right Notion 


of the Diſeaſe, and his Method, ſo far 4s 


it goes, is well adapted to the Nature of 


the Diſcaſe. -I have, in the foregoing Pages, 
endcavoured to render that Method ſtill more 
perfect, as well as more fatly to explain the 4 
ee and Cauſe of the Diſcaſe. I 

To conclude, I think it my Duty 0 
caution all thoſe who have any thing to da 


or Remedies recommended to them undetf 
the bompous Title of 9peci/rks, ſince the 
Cure of moſt Diſeaſes depends upon a pro 


per Method, and the Application ot diffe- 


rent Remedies at different Times of the 


Diſraſe; and ir would be as ablurd -t6& 


trait to any ſingle Remedy, as a Speci fich 
for the Cute of the preſent Epidemneal Di- 
temper, as it would be to confide in à Spe 
cifick for the Cure of a Pleuriſ, a Fall 


6 or Ruenſey ia the human _ I 
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